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EIl ement ary News

Katy Perry
Eastern Section STANYS El ementary SAR
easterndirector @stanys. org
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Membership Made Easy

Becky Remis,
Membership Chair
beckyremis@gmail.com

As the school year winds down | am reminded of that s
the net and Nemo yells to them (and Dory) to all swim together to save themselves. What if everyone

involved in science educatio n in New York State swam in the same direction, at the same time, towards the
same goal? We could accomplish anything together with a shared vision, and a plan of action. As it turns out,
we have such a vision and a plan in the New York State Science Learning Standards set for implementation on
July 1. Will you and your colleagues be ready?

When big changes happen, the best way to prepare is to first be informed. And your membership in STANYS
helps you do just that. Membership is now easier than ever, with joint memberships with NSTA and group
memberships d both at a discount to you. As a current member receiving this newsletter, you understand the
value of STANYS membership. And as a member you are the best person to encouragedno, to insist dthat
your colleagues also become members. Send them to this link for information about joining, or rejoining,
STANY Shttp://www.stanys.org/about/member _ -benefits.html

STANYS is only as strong sits members, and so | encourage you to continue your membership and to recruit
others to join. Please contact me anytime with any questions about membership in STANYS.
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Student | ooking through t
in visible spectrum to view sunspots
Hi gh School EartbdaSelgnkteo

at t he Sun

Becky R@ Dﬁ[(,arth Science
It seems fitting that the topic of my last Eastern

Section newsletter article as DAL be about one of
the rarest astronomical events to affect North
America da total solar eclipse! Yep, on August 21 *
the path of totality will pass across our continent,
and here in the northeast a partial eclipse will be
visible.

Go to this link for lots of information and details:
https://www.greatamericanecli _pse.com/ ‘ G /. -
Astronomers from the Dudley Observatory in Science Teacher James Sommer and Dudley
Schenectady housed at the Museum of Innovation Astronomer Dr. Valerie Rapson

and Science (http://www.misci.org/ ) came to the
Schalmont School District campus recently. With
800 solar viewing glasses in hand and two solar
viewing telescopes, they trained our Middle School
and High School students about the eclipse and how
to safely view it this summer.

Needlessto say, this was a welcome distraction for
our students and staff and an excellent way to , kAo
make science come alive. Check out the photos of Visiting astronomers address a group of middle
this event, and get out there and watch the event school students

of a lifetime this summer!
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Just the Facts of
Arden R. Rauch
raucha@union.edu

Science is being battered partly because of us! By dwelling on the FACTS, the theories, even cause and effect
relationships, the essence of science, PROCESSs occluded if not ignored.

To doubt, to question, to conclude based on cur rent interpretations of data is an achievement , not a
detriment. To reassess data, to critically examine conclusions, to reinterpret, to continue to explore,
accumulate data and, above all, to publish for others to evaluate, is science.

How to convey that to students is no easy matter , especially since they are so conditioned to a sound bite, YES
or NOanswers. Nuance and consideration of variables must be part of the critical thinking. A recent

statement from Council for Aid to Education , based on data, indicates that the abilityto o6di st i ngui sh

validity of evidence and its purposed or odeter mine
deficiency. (http://www.msn.com/en _-us/money/careersandeducation/exclusive -test-data-many-colleges-fail -
to-improve-critical -thinking -skills/ar -BBC6nB}.

| still remember a headline in a loc al paper: WHITE BREAD CAUSES CANCHRw many in the study: 14! A
perfect opportunity to launch a lesson on critical thinking. It has never been difficult to find current topics,
perhaps more so now than ever.

In the classroom, activities can be str uctured to emphasize process: For example, t hough simplistic, germinate
seeds under variable conditions. What conditions germinate the most seeds. Develop tentative conclusions
based on data and then question those conclusions and devise procedures to substantiate, validate, negate or
even to lead to an inconclusive conclusion. Without the infusion of process, the understanding of science based
information will continue to diminish.

To all participants and winners of the
Greater Capital Region Science and
Engineering Fair.

A list of winners can be viewed on the
next pages.
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