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News from the Chair  
Winter 2012

Everyday Heroes 

Paul Nooney, Jr. – Eastern Section 
Chairperson 
nooneypa@gmail.com 
 
As I sat down to write this article, I 
was trying to think of what to speak 
about.  Then the images started to 
flash across my TV, images of 
another senseless tragedy occurring 
in one of our nation’s schools.  I 
know that as we are all educators, it 
hits even closer to home when 
violence erupts in a school.  As 
stories emerge about teachers 
hiding students in bathrooms and 
laying down their lives to protect 
the kids in the classrooms, it really 
shows just how much we love what 
we do.  After hearing someone on 
the news say, “the teachers were the 
heroes of the day,” a friend of mine 
said, “all teachers are heroes 
everyday.”  On behalf of everyone 
in Eastern STANYS, I want to 
express my heartfelt condolences to 
the students, faculty, families and 
friends of everyone affected by the 
tragedy in Connecticut.   

I also want to take a moment to 
offer our support to our colleagues 
to the south, who are suffering 
tremendous losses from the effects 
of Superstorm Sandy.  It was 
amazing to me to see how many 

STANYS members from the 
NYC/Long Island area attended the 
Rochester Conference, even after 
enduring such an ordeal just days 
before.  Again, it shows the true 
dedication that our members have 
to our profession, and I wish all of 
them the very best on the long road 
to recovery. 

As we close the books on 2012, and 
look forward to the New Year, we 
are coming to another critical time 
for the implementation of the Next 
Generation Science Standards.  
Starting on January 8, 2013, and 
running for three weeks, the latest 
version of the NGSS will be 
available for public review and 
comment.  As soon as the comment 
period is open, you will be 
receiving an email from state 
STANYS with a link to the website.  
In addition to going to the website 
yourself, I encourage you to pass 
the link on to all of your co-workers 
and make sure you all take the time 
to look through the standards and 
provide both positive and negative 
feedback.  There should also be a 
link provided to make comments to 
the state education department 
about the standards.  Keep in mind; 
New York State has NOT yet 
adopted these standards (many 
states already have without seeing 
them) and your opinion matters 

when it comes to the future of 
science education in this state. 

On behalf of the Eastern Section 
Board of Directors, I wish you all a 
wonderful holiday season and an 
even better 2013!  Remember what 
you do everyday makes a difference 
in the lives of all your students.  
Each one of you truly is an 
everyday hero!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The second public draft is 
set to be to be released on 
January 8, 2013. It will be 
available for a 3 week 
period to provide all with 
a chance to preview and 
comment. 
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Winter is here!  
Katy Perry, Eastern Section 
Elementary SAR 
perry.kate23@gmail.com 
 
What a great time to explore ice and 
snow with our students. Ice is a 
fascinating, and easily accessible, 
material. I have my students 
explore and observe ice as a part of 
the water cycle and/or states of 
matter lessons. Starting off with 
their initial observations and 
conversations about what is ice, we 
set the stage for a few experiments. 
All this could include: 
Observational drawings of ice 
cubes; How cold is ice?; What 
makes an ice cube melt faster: warm 
water, cold water, or room 
temperature air?; Sink or Float?; 
How does an ice cube melt? (using 
colored ice cubes); Challenge: Pick 
up an ice cube with just a string; 
and making frozen treats! Students 
make predictions, run the 
experiments, record their 
observations and results, and then 
reflect on their findings and “aha” 
moments with the class. Prediction 
is an important part of the process; I 
make a big deal about being a 
confident predictor, regardless of 
the outcome, to emphasize how 
scientists research to find answers, 
not because they know answers. 
Students are also strengthening 
their ELA skills through their 
written observations. 
 
Snow days and vacation day are 
coming; why not suggest some 

online science games for your 
students to do at home? PBS kids, 
http://pbskids.org/games/science.ht
ml, has games suitable for most 
elementary students covering a 
wide range of topics, Discovery 
Kids, 
http://kids.discovery.com/gaming, 
offers a diverse collection of game 
and activities, and Energyville, 
http://www.energyville.com/, 
challenges students with resource 
use decisions. Integrating games 
into the curriculum is a fun way to 
spark curiosity in the classroom. 
 
Strengthening science education in 
early elementary classrooms is 
paramount in creating scientifically 
literate adults. This year at the 
STANYS state conference in 
Rochester, we had a full day of 
Elementary Science workshops, 
presentations, and gatherings. Dr. 
Alan McCormick presented 
“Dazzling Deceptions- Discrepant 
Events to Delight and Mystify” at 
the Elementary Science Luncheon; it 
was entertaining and useful! 
Workshops covering topics such as 
hands-on STEM lessons, rocks, 
measurements, astronomy, 
mealworms, flowers, energy, 
motion, acids and bases, literacy, 
and creating interdisciplinary 
lessons kept everyone energized 
and engaged for the three days. If 
you were unable to make it this 
year, set the time aside for next 
November. 

 
Many conference workshops also 
focused on the Next Generation 
Science Standards. The next draft 
will be out mid-January; take the 
time to read it and comment. 
STANYS will be here to provide 
advice and professional 

development throughout the 
implementation of the NGSSs.  
 
Spring Lab Day is coming up in 
March; hope to see you there!  

 
Greater Capital Region 

Science and  
Engineering Fair 

 
By Joan Wagner,  
Science Fair Director 
www.Gcrsef.org 

The 23rd year of 
the Greater 
Capital Region 
Science and 
Engineering 
Fair will take 
place on March 
23rd at RPI 

Walker Labs and Sage Auditorium. 
There are two divisions. The Junior 
division is for students in grades 6-8, 
while the senior division is for 
student grades 9-12. All students 
must be sponsored by a teacher at a 
public or private school. Exceptions 
will be made for home-schooled 
students. All rules and forms for 
this science fair can be found on the 
website. 

Plans are being made to provide 
professional development for 
teachers interested in providing 
science research opportunities for 
their students (middle school and 
high school). A full day workshop 
is being developed by members of 
the Planning Committee. 
Professional development credits 
hours will be provided. Please 
contact Joan Wagner at 
focusonlearning1@aol.com for more 
information or look for 
announcements on the website. 
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Recycling will NOT 
Save the World 

 
Arden R. Rauch 
raucha@union.edu 
  

Satisfaction 
comes from 
tossing bottle, 

cans, and paper into 
the correct bins, but that is 

just a beginning and NOT the 
end.  The world will not be saved 
by recycling alone. 
  
One statistic indicates that only 1/3 
of all trash that would go into 
landfills is reduced by 
recycling.  What then is beyond 
recycling?  There are two other very 
vital ‘R’s’:  reduce and 
reuse.  Before tossing, before using 
a new object, consider 
reuse.   Classroom materials such as 
folders and photocopies, provide 
opportunities to model behaviors 
that demonstrate the effectiveness 
of reduce and reuse practices. 
  
What is needed is a pause/think 
awareness as a component of choice 
and decisions.  Buy fewer things, 
perhaps better quality, repair rather 
than replace are just some of the 
concrete ways that the three ‘R’s’, 
reduce, reuse, recycle, encourage 
and instill stewardship.  

 

PHYSICS 
 
Paul Fedoroff 
pafedoroff@bhbl.org 
Hopefully, everything is going well 
with your classes this year.  Try 
something new this year.  Even if it 
is just a new demo or part of an 
activity, try something that you 

haven’t done before.  Remember, 
just because it’s not on the final 
exam, doesn’t mean that it is not 
worth doing, or that the kids will 
not take it seriously.  If you were at 
the Eastern-STANYS Fall 
Conference at Siena College, you 
might have gotten some ideas of 
what you could do new with your 
kids this year.  Our upcoming Lab 
Day in March is another 
opportunity for fresh ideas. 

Lab Day is Saturday, March 2.  As 
always, there are going to be some 
good physics sessions for any level 
that you teach or are interested in.  
At the very least, there will be one 
session about circular motion…real 
circular motion, no more 
“horizontal” circles. 

Integrating Common Core ELA into 
your classes?  Awaiting the next 
draft of the Next Generation Science 
Standards?  Don’t worry; STANYS 
will keep you up-to-date on 
anything that goes on with State Ed.     

Well, College Board did it, AP B 
will be gone after next year and it 
will be “replaced” with AP1 and 
AP2 (a two-year program).  Most 
physics teachers are not sure what 
to do at that time:  just teach 
one?…As a first year?…As a second 
year?…What about APC?…What 
about something not-college board 
at all?  Discussions like this can take 
place over Email groups, but it’s 
best face-to-face.  Lab Day in March 
would be a nice opportunity to talk 
some more. 

As far as getting just physics 
teachers in a room together, we are 
hoping that sometime at the end of 
January, NEPTUNE (NorthEast 
Physics Teachers: Understanding, 

Networking, Educating) will meet.  
Stay tuned for exact dates and times. 

In the middle of March, all of the 
Physics SARs will be in a room with 
our DAL (Director at Large) Gene 
Gordon to plan the sessions for the 
next STANYS State Conference.  
What do you want to see?  What 
was missing last year, or the last 
time you went?  What sessions 
would make you need to go?  What 
would make your district need to 
send you? 

 
Connections + Fun =  
New Knowledge 
 
Intermediate  
Jennifer Gecewicz  

 jen.gecewicz@gmail.com
 

As middle 
school science 
educators, we 
are aware that 
the more 
connections 

students have to the topic, the 
better they understand it.  In my 
experience as a teacher, I’ve seen 
this on a regular basis.  For many 
students, the opportunity to 
observe science in a demonstration, 
a brief activity, a lab experiment, or 
even something they experienced 
outside of school allows students to 
make a deeper connection to the 
science content they’re learning.  In 
addition to science connections, my 
colleagues and I have noticed that 
the more frequently we show 
connections between the different 
subjects our students learn, the 
better off they are.  

We call them Departmental Days, 
  continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 

but you may know them as Cross-
Curricular Days relating to a 
thematic unit.  Throughout the 
school year, the middle school team 
at my school [i.e. science, SS, ELA, 
and Math] takes a day out of all of 
our busy schedules to have a day in 
which students are exposed to 
learning opportunities related to a 
single theme. (Please pardon the 
following not-so-creative titles. I 
hope you can forgive us!) We have 
taught “Olympics Day”, “Crime 
Day”, and “Superhero Day”. This 
year we are planning to teach 
“Winter,” as well.  For each unit, 
there are several changes to the day 
that make it more engaging and 
enjoyable for the students.  

The Departmental Day always 
begins with an event. On “Crime 
Day,” some of our teachers were 
informed that our cash box had 
been stolen. We, the teachers, 
performed a skit portraying this, 
complete with an actual local 
policeman [who just so happened to 
be the parent of one of our students 
and also had the day off that day] 
coming in to fill out a report.  Our 
students were mesmerized and 
completely engaged.  It wasn’t hard, 
at that point, to get them to want to 
be a part of this experience.  After 
the initial “event,” we announced 
our preplanned “student detective 
groups.”  We decided to mix up our 
students into groups of mixed-
grade levels and genders.  Once the 
detectives were grouped, they were 
moved into a rotating schedule in 
which they participated in a lesson 
related to crime-solving or forensics.  
For example, in math class they 
used meter-sticks to measure the 
area and volume of an actual jail 

cell. In SS, they participated in a 
mock jury after learning more about 
the case. In science, we studied the 
genetics of fingerprints. Lastly, in 
ELA our detectives studied a lineup 
of suspects (aka magazine cutouts 
of various people’s faces) and wrote 
descriptive paragraphs about their 
characteristics. In each class, the 
students were able to connect the 
subject to the event that happened 
that morning.  The students then ate 
lunch together and our day was 
completed with an episode of CSI.  

No matter what the theme, the 
students always leave the building 
at the end of a Departmental Day 
with excitement and enthusiasm.  A 
lot of them even declared they 
loved it! Depending on your 
school’s schedule and enthusiasm 
for change, you may not be able to 
take a break from a whole day to do 
something like this.  Perhaps you 
could teach a theme with only one 
other subject teacher.  Regardless of 
how big you go with this idea, I 
promise it will be worth it.  

If you want to know more about 
other Departmental Days we’ve had 
at my school, feel free to email me 
for more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earth Science 

Earth Science 
 
Fran Lohnes 
SAR Earth Science 
fflohnes@gmail.com 

This fall has been full of teachable 
moments in Earth Science 
classrooms across New York State. 
Beginning with a very active 
hurricane season, the devastating 
effects of Superstorm Sandy and 
climate change to the earthquake off 
the coast of British Columbia and 
the associated tsunami warnings in 
Hawaii to discussions about 
magnetic pole reversals and of 
course all the hype about doomsday 
scenarios.  

We also had plenty of opportunities 
for professional development with 
the Siena Conference in October 
and the State Conference in 
Rochester this November. If you 
haven’t attended one of these 
conferences before (or if you 
haven’t been in a while), plan on 
doing so next fall. You can bring 
many great ideas back to your 
students. You will almost feel like a 
kid in a candy store, not knowing 
what to choose first.  

Two dates for you to keep in mind 
for 2013 … January 8th and March 
2nd.  On January 8th the second 
draft of the Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) will be released 
and open for public comment for 
three weeks. Make sure to make 
your voice heard! March 2nd is the 
Eastern Section’s Lab Day at The 
College at St. Rose.  

Hope to see you there!! 

 

Call for Presenters 

Lab Day is scheduled for March 2, 
2013 at the College of Saint Rose. We 
are looking for presenters to submit 
workshop proposals! If you have an 
activity or a lab you would like to 
share  with other educators submit a 
proposal.(attached at end of 
newsletter)  Presenting to other 
educators is an exciting opportunity 
to show off best practices. 
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Eastern Section News Page 5 
 

Free Bike/Hike Booklets 

Arden R. Rauch 
raucha@union.edu 

ECOS:  the Environmental 
Clearinghouse (ecosny.org) has 
received a DEC grant for the 
publication of booklets describing 
the flora, fauna, geology, 
and history along the bike/hike 
trails in Montgomery, Schenectady, 
and Albany Counties.  The 
booklets will be distributed at a Lab 
Day workshop. 

 

 

School Programs at the 
Pine Bush Discovery 
Center 
 
Arden R. Rauch, SAR 
Environment  
Email: raucha@union.edu 
  
Do you want to get your class 
outside to experience a local and 
rare natural community?  If so, then 
a trip to Albany Pine Bush 
Discovery Center is the right choice 
for you. We have several programs 
to choose from and each program is 
led by a well trained and 
experienced guide. Our programs 
meet NYS learning standards and 
are designed to promote hands-on, 
inquiry-based learning. Upcoming 
this winter is…. 

“Where do all the wild things go? 
Explore Pine Bush winter ecology” 
(2 hours) 
How would you survive living 
outside for the winter? The Albany 
Pine Bush is a year-round home to 
many animal species. Where do 
they go and how do they survive 
during the winter? In this program, 
students will discover how animals 
are adapted to winter survival. 
Students will also learn how to 
search for and identify animal 
activity. The Discovery Center will 
provide all students with 
snowshoes for this program. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

For more information also contact:  
 
Erin Kinal 
Education Program Director 
ekinal@albanypinebush.org 
(518) 456-0655 x1212 (Office)  
(518) 694-1481 (Mobile)  
www.albanypinebush.org  

 

 
Albany Pine Bush 
Preserve Commission  
195 New Karner Rd 
Albany, NY 12205 

 

 

 

 

Siena Thank You 

Theresa Newkirk 

Thank you to the sponsors of our 
2012 Fall Conference at Siena 
College.   Siena College graciously 
donates their facilities each year, 
and Dr. Lucas Tucker of the 
chemistry department coordinates 

many aspects of the conference, 
including the usage of rooms and 
dining arrangements.   Pearson 
Publishing, UPCO Publishing, CPO 
Science, and Union College 
Graduate Program provide 
sponsorship as well as information 
and resources at registration.   
Pearson Publishing supplied most 
of the door prizes awarded at the 
keynote address; Bud and Patti 
Bertino also contributed door prizes 
as well as being continual 
supporters and suppliers of 
professional development for many 
years.   The NYS Department of 
Homeland Security, Emergency 
Services Department, supplied 
participants with 6 Geiger counters 
each.  BJ’s Wholesale Club in 
Colonie provided the batteries to 
operate the devices.     

Thank you also to the two dozen 
presenters who gave so generously 
of their time and talents to make the 
conference possible.   Some of these 
presenters, like the Bertinos, Joan 
Wagner and Maria Russo have 
continued to provide professional 
development even though they 
have retired.  Many of the 
presenters are not only educators 
trying to manage the difficulties 
facing the field today, but also 
parents balancing family life.   I am 
awed by the amount of 
commitment I have witnessed 
during the time I have helped to 
coordinate the conference. 

And lastly, thank you to all who 
attended the conference.   The 
dedication to professional 
development demonstrated by 
everyone involved make the event a 
success.   I would encourage you  

 Continued on page 6 
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continued from page 5 

and your colleagues to continue to 
participate in the Fall Conference at 
Siena Conference and the Spring 
Lab Day at the College of St. Rose.    
I am grateful to everyone who has 
helped with this event through the 
past years, and I thank you for the 
opportunity to get to meet with so 
many talented and caring 
professionals.   I am stepping away 
from my role as coordinator, and 
Tom Shiland from Saratoga Springs 
High School will be taking over.   

Again, many thanks.  May you have 
a happy and healthy 2013.   

  

Congratulations Kelly! 

The 2012 Service Award for the 
Eastern Section of STANYS was 
awarded to Kelly Ryan, the section 
SAR for Living Environment and 
the registrar for the Fall Conference 
at Siena College and the Spring Lab 
Day at the College of St. Rose.  
Kelly has been an invaluable 
member of the Eastern Section since 
coming on the board. She has 
presented at the Fall Conference 
and the Spring Lab Day for several 
years.   As  registrar for our 
professional development events, 
Kelly has ensured that these have 
run smoothly in recent years.     We 
are not the only ones to recognize 
Kelly’s talents.  She has also been 
awarded the New York State 
Biology Teacher of the Year award 
by the NABT. 

 

 

Living Environment  

Kelly Ryan SAR Eastern Section      
kellyryan@ncolonie.org 

I thought I would share a few of the 
fabulous resources I got a chance to 
work with at the STANYS 
conference in Rochester last month. 
If you have a little down time 
during the holiday break perhaps 
you can check them out! The new 
DAL for Living Environment, Lisa 
Brosnick, presented a few lab 
activities from “science take-out” 
(www.sciencetakeout.com). They 
are elegant yet simple activities that 
relate specifically to our curriculum. 
One activity was a diagnostic test 
for type 1 and type 2 diabetes and 
the other was an activity teaching 
homeostasis and negative feedback 
using fictitious “cupple” blood to 
illustrate glucose regulation. I urge 
you to check out their website 
where you can view the activities 
available. Lisa also introduced us to 
the University of Rochester’s Life 
Science Learning Center. Their 
website has several lessons on a 
variety of topics  
(http://lifesciences.envmed.rocheste
r.edu/) ranging from kidney 
regulation to stem cells. 

I also attended a workshop 
presented by our former DAL for 
Living Environment, Kathy Hoppe. 
If you have never checked out her 
website (www.sciencesupport.net) 
you absolutely have to make it a 
priority! In the workshop I attended 
we built a DNA model from PVC 
nucleotides that was over six feet 
tall- and you could even twist it into 
a double helix! 

 I can’t wait to do this with my 
students. This is part of a lesson 
entitled “Who’s the Daddy?” and 
directions and a full lesson are on 
the website. 

As always, HHMI 
(www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/) 
had new resources to promote. 
They are venturing into the realm of 
short films with lessons to 
accompany them. The short film 
“The Day the Mesozoic Died” deals 
with the K-T extinction 65 million 
years ago. There are lessons in 
biology, geology, physics and 
chemistry that can be down loaded. 
I used the film and a lesson on the 
K-T extinction as part of my Energy 
unit. They also have a short film 
“The Making of the Fittest”. The 
segment “The birth and death of 
genes” is about the many 
adaptations of the Antarctic ice fish. 
There are great lessons and demos 
available as well. I am piloting these 
lessons just before break. I’ll 
probably present these particular 
lessons during Lab Day on March 2, 
2013 – so mark your calendar.  

Lastly, I attended a workshop on 
flipping your classroom, the newest 
buzz in education. The idea of 
having students observe your 
“lectures” as homework and then 
having more time to do the problem 
solving and critical thinking lessons 
during class time with the teacher 
as a guide is an interesting idea. I’m 
taking an in-service course on this 
in January and I plan on trying it 
for at least one short unit this year. 

I hope you all have a wonderful 
and peaceful holiday season. 
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Science Olympiad Ramps 
Up Into Full Swing 

Science Olympiad  
Scott Holdren -  
sholdren@rcscsd.org 

 

2013 marks the 30th year since 
Science Olympiad started as a 
science exhibition and competition 
in Michigan.  Within three years, 
Science Olympiad was holding 
State and National competitions in 
a dozen states.  This year, we 
anticipate over 6400 secondary 
schools in 49 states to participate as 
well as 10,000 elementary schools 
nationwide to use some form of 
Science Olympiad and its associated 
lesson plans to excite students.  
Here in New York, we expect 
upwards of 540 schools to compete 
in Regional competitions (do the 
math… that’s 8.5% of the schools 
from just our state!!) to determine 
the final 50 that will compete for the 
two berths at the National Finals to 
be held this year at Wright State 
University in Dayton, Ohio. 

The variety of events continues to 
span all sciences.  From content 
based exams to baseline all teams to 
original constructions of gliders, 
cantilevers, and magnetic levitation 
vehicles, the 26 events draw the best 
from each 15 student team. 

Interested in entering a team?  It’s 
not too late.  You can find details 
for the Capital Region at 
www.CapSciOly.org or find other 

region’s contact information at 
www.NewYorkSciOly.org   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lab Day  

March 2, 2013 
At the College  

of  

Saint Rose 

 

 

 
     

 Winner: 
Receive free  
admission 
to our annual 
Lab Day Conference 
March, 2013 
 

 

Design a T-shirt for STANYS 
 

Visit our website 
eastern-stanys.org 
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mailto:sholdren@rcscsd.org
mailto:sholdren@rcscsd.org
mailto:sholdren@rcscsd.org
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Board of Directors  

Contact Information 

If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding your particular branch/level of 
science please feel free to contact your 
STANYS Eastern Section Subject Area 
Representatives: 
 
Chemistry - Maria Russo -  chemlady302@yahoo.com  

College/Pre-service - Pat Price -  pprice2@nycap.rr.com  

Chair - Paul Nooney -  nooneypa@gmail.com 

Elementary – Kate Perry: perry.kate23@gmail.com 

Env. Science/BaP - Arden Rauch -  raucha@union.edu 

Intermediate – Jennifer Gecewicz - jen.gecewicz@gmail.com 

Earth Science- Fran Lohnes -fflohnes@gmail.com 

Newsletter /Webmaster – Elisabeth Milot –  
easternstanys@gmail.com 

Living Environment – Kelly Ryan kellyryan@ncolonie.org 

Physics - Paul Fedoroff-pafedoroff@BHBL.org   

Lab Day – Colette McCarthy stanys.mccarthyc@gmail.com 

Retirees -Christine Stankavich -  cegnaczyk@aol.com 

Membership - Becky Remis – rremis@aol.com 

Siena Conference  

Joseph Henry Science Fair – Matthew  Wood 

Science/Engineering Fair - Joan Wagner - jsw2012@aol.com 

Science Olympiad - Scott Holdren -  sholdren@rcscsd.org 

Chair/DAL for Intermediate - Steve Fielman - 
sfielman@verizon.net 

 
 
 

Save the Date! 
 

Eastern Section STANYS 
Proudly Announces 

 
Spring Lab Day 2013 

 
The College of Saint Rose 

 
Saturday, March 2, 2013 
 
*Hear a great Keynote Speaker. 
*Learn while you enjoy 2 laboratory 
activities. 
*Choose sessions from every content area 
(k-12). 
*Enjoy morning refreshments & buffet 
lunch with your colleagues. 
 

CALL FOR PRESENTERS: 
 
Won’t you consider sharing your 
engaging activities and lab experiences? 
Full labs and electronic classrooms are 
available. 
 
Scroll down for a Presenter Proposal 
form or contact Coleete for more 
information: 
Colette S. McCarthy 
1178 Baker Ave. 
Niskayuna, NY 12309 
(518) 281-6991 
STANYSsmccarthyc.@gmail.com 
 
Please check the Eastern STANYS website 
(www.eastern-stanys.org) for further 
information. 
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mailto:kellyryan@ncolonie.org
mailto:kellyryan@ncolonie.org
mailto:pafedoroff@BHBL.org
mailto:stanys.mccarthyc@gmail.com
mailto:cegnaczyk@aol.com
mailto:rremis@aol.com
mailto:rremis@aol.com
mailto:-%20jsw2012@aol.com
mailto:-%20jsw2012@aol.com
mailto:sholdren@rcscsd.org
mailto:sholdren@rcscsd.org
mailto:sfielman@verizon.net
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July 15-19, 2013 
8:30 AM-3:30 PM  
Summer@Rensselaer Institute 
40+ contact hours 
             

Space Science and Next Generation  

          Science Standards (NGSS) 

 The NRC New Framework for Science Education places more  
emphasis on astronomy and Earth Science. It is being considered 
by NYS and 28 other states as the Common Standards are being  
drafted. The final draft of NGSS is available for comment beginning  
January 8, 2013. 
 
 
 
 Advances in imaging the interior of Earth have caused us to revise our ideas about how 
Earth formed and is evolving. Satellites and powerful telescopes such as the Hubble have 
brought surprising new information about the universe. This free, 5-day summer institute for 
teachers of science (elementary – high school) will strengthen your content knowledge of 
astronomy and help you and your schools develop curriculum for astronomy and planetary geology. 
The institute includes engaging lectures by cutting-edge researchers, teaching strategies, 
hands-on classroom activities, and solar and night-time observing. You will also be certified 
to borrow actual lunar rocks!  

Topics covered: 

• Formation of the Universe 
• Stellar Evolution 
• Planetary geology 
• Motion in the Universe  
• Telescope observing (two evenings, depending on weather) 
• Solar observing  
• NASA certification to borrow Moon rocks 
• Climate Change (new topic for this year) 
• Teaching strategies to enhance delivery of curriculum 

  

This institute is made available to teachers by Dudley Observatory and RPI through NASA and NSF 
grants. Participation is free. Dorms will be available for those from out of town for a very 
reasonable cost. Free Lunch and morning snacks will be provided each day. Participants will 
receive both hard and electronic resources to use in their classroom plus some equipment for 
their classrooms. 

Continual support for the teaching of astronomy will be provided through a Dudley Observatory 
forum. Download your application here: 
http://www.dudleyobservatory.org/Education/Summer2013.html or 
http://summer.rpi.edu/update.do?artcenterkey=77 

Please feel free to contact Joan Wagner (focusonlearning1@aol.com) for more information. 
Applications are due by April 30th. 

 

http://www.dudleyobservatory.org/Education/Summer2013.html
http://summer.rpi.edu/update.do?artcenterkey=77


Application 2013 
Space Science and Next Generation Science Standards 

(NGSS)) 
Summer Institute for Earth Science Teachers at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

July 15-19, 2013; 8:30-3:30 PM. 
40+professional development credit hours 

 
 

First Name _____________________________ Last __________________________________ 
 

Home Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City ___________________________________ State________ Zip ________________ 
 
Home Phone___________________________ Work Phone _____________________________ 
 
Email _____________________________________ 
 
School Name __________________________________________________________________ 
 
School District_________________________________________________________________ 
 
School Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________ State___________ Zip_____________________________ 
 
Subjects teaching fall 2013 _______________________________________________________ 
 
Total years teaching ____________________ 
 
 
Will you need housing?            Yes           No           Gender:           Male            Female 
 
 
On the next page, please answer the 3 questions and then click the Submit Button. This 
button will automatically email it to Joan Wagner at: focusonlearning1@aol.com. If there is a 
problem with using the button, you can email it as an attachment or send it by snail mail to 
 

 Joan Wagner, 7 Joshua Road, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866  
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: APRIL 30, 2013 
 



 
 

1. Why do you want to take the course?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What have you done in the past to implement space science into your teaching? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How do you think your students would benefit from your participation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: APRIL 30, 2013 
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SPRING LAB DAY 2013 PROPOSAL FORM 
 

Saturday, March 2, 2013 – College of St Rose, Albany, NY 
 

Lab Day offers teachers the opportunity to try new hands-on laboratory activities in compliance 
with the latest NYS Standards. Every effort is made to have workshops for all science disciplines 
(biology, chemistry, earth science and physics) and all grade 
levels.  
Please fill out a proposal form if you are willing to present a 
workshop OR if you would like to suggest a workshop that should 
be presented  
 
Proposals must be returned by January 7, 2013.  Mail to: 
Or download form from our website: www.eastern-stanys.org 
Title of Workshop: 
______________________________________________________________________________  

Description of Workshop 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Discipline __________________________________                 Level:    H.S.          M.S.           Elem 
 
Do you have a minimum and /or maximum number of participants? ___________________________ 
 

Do you have technology needs? ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Do you have a preference for when your workshop is offered? 
  
  Morning   Afternoon   No Preference 
 

Name of Presenter: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of School: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Preferred Address: (Home or School) _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Preferred Telephone Number:    ______________________________________________________ 
 

Preferred Email: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Name(s) and School(s) of additional Presenter(s):______________________________________ 

 

Colette S. McCarthy 
Lab Day Coordinator 
1178 Baker Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12309 
 

518-281-6991 
stanys.mccarthyc@gmail.com 
 

mailto:stanys.mccarthycs@gmail.com
mailto:stanys.mccarthycs@gmail.com
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