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EASTERN SECTION OF STANYS  IN THIS ISSUE 

As science teachers you are constantly 
learning, adding new research to our 
curriculum, and incorporating the latest 
natural events and issues to your 
curriculum! Thank you for all that you do! 
Thanks to all of your efforts, and 
continued sharing of ideas, we have 
reached the 200-member mark for our 
section!  

 
Eastern STANYS would also like to 
recognize a few of its own for their 
amazing efforts. Leigh Feguer, from 
Schenectady High School and one of our 
Pub Science coordinators, received the 
Excellence in Teaching Award for the 
High School Level this year from state 
STANYS. Congratulations to Leigh! This 
award is just a small token for all the 
energy, effort, and care she puts into 
science education and professional 
development. Fred Pidgeon and Becky 
Remis received state Awards of 
Appreciation for their continued service as 
Nominations Chair and outgoing Earth 
Science DAL, respectively. Deb Mabey, 
our current Environmental and Applied 
Sciences SAR, is newly elected state 
Environmental and Applied Science DAL.  
 

Have you heard the buzz about the new 
state learning standards? Are you starting 
to design and implement new lesson 
ideas? How comfortable are you with 
reading and interpreting the NYS SLS 
documents and NGSS appendices? Our 
Eastern Section Conference Keynote 
Speaker, Amanda Zullo from NYSED, 
overviewed the implementation process 
and Ecosystem network. The state link 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/mst/sci/nys
sls.html, has more information. 
 
Our Eastern Section Conference at Siena 
in October was enlightening and 
enriching. 24 workshops covering 
everything from checking for student 
understanding, uncovering fake news, to 
hands on Earth Science labs. The night 
was filled with shared resources, useful 
tools, and fun. Our connections with the 
Master Teachers continues to grow, 
which is a benefit to both organizations. 
Thank you to all who volunteered your 
time and efforts to make it a success. 
 
At the state conference in Rochester, 
dozens of workshops and presentations 
addressed phenomena based learning 
and NYS SLS curriculum adaptations. If 
you attended the conference, you can  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
download all the presentation materials 
through the app or stanys.org website. 
The Eastern Section had a great showing 
of presenters and attendees!  

 
Pub Science evenings are another great 
way to PD and enjoy science learning. 
Septembers’ Mac and Brew, with brewer 
George De Piro at Druther’s and 
December’s Science at the Factory 
proved to be fulfilling and filling!  
 
We look forward to seeing you at all our 
upcoming events. As always, if you have 
ideas for events, or PD requests, we’d 
love to know. Please email me at 
easterndirector@stanys.org. 
 
Be well! 

 
Greetings Eastern Section Members  

 
Katy Perry, Eastern Section Chairperson  
easterndirector@stanys.org 
 

 

 
by [Article Author]  

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/mst/sci/nyssls.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/mst/sci/nyssls.html
mailto:easterndirector@stanys.org
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Eastern Section of 
STANYS  

Fall Conference at 
Siena College 

 
 

For all conference images follow  

this link! 

 

 

http://www.bobneudelphotography.com/STANYS%40Siena1017.html
http://www.bobneudelphotography.com/STANYS%40Siena1017.html
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Professional Development 
Opportunities for the 
Summer of 2018-2019  

Deborah Mabey, NBCT 
New York State Master Teacher 
SAR - Applied Sciences 

 

Would you like to learn how to 

bring the skills of authentic 
research, business and industry to 
your students?  It’s not too early 
to begin to seek out opportunities 
for meaningful professional 
development for next summer.  

Questar III sponsors a Summer 
Professional Internship for 
Teachers of all STEM disciplines 
(Science, Engineering, 
Mathematics, and Technology. 
During the summer of 2013, 
Questar III piloted the Summer 
Research Institute for Science 
Teachers. The Research Institute 
has expanded to include all areas 
of STEM and is now entering its 
fifth year. The Summer Research 
Institute for STEM is modeled 
after a highly successful, twenty-
five-year program founded by Dr. 
Sam Silverstein at Columbia 
University. 

Secondary school teachers are 
partnered with science, 
engineering, technology and 
mathematics professionals and/or 
researchers working in Capitol 

District research labs, industries 
and businesses for two 
consecutive summers. For 7 
weeks, the teachers work four 
days a week, participating in 
projects, daily operations, and 
research under the mentorship of 
a professional mentor in their 
field.  The 5th day of the week 
teachers attend professional 
development workshops at 
Questar III writing lessons and 
developing curriculum to be used 
in their classrooms.  The teachers 
receive a generous stipend each 
summer as well as funding for 
classroom materials and 
equipment.  Teachers become 
part of a cohort of teachers 
sharing ideas and working 
together to promote STEM for 
students in the Capitol Region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 25 Capitol Region teachers 
have already participated in this 
program to date.  Internship 
locations have included The 
Wadsworth Center (New York 
State Health Lab), SUNY-Albany, 
RPI, Albany College of Pharmacy, 
CentroTherm Systems, 
Dumbstruck.com, IBM, Digifab 
Manufacturing, and many others.  
I personally have participated in 
this program and highly 
recommend it to all STEM 
teachers. 

Applications for this program will 
be available soon on the Questar 
lll BOCES website  
https://www.questar.org/ For 
additional information please 
email Jane King at 
Jane.King@questar.org 

 

 

https://www.questar.org/
mailto:Jane.King@questar.org
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We’re in This Together… 

Becky Remis, 

Membership Chair 

beckyremis@gmail.com 

 

… and so, let’s 

work together!  

What am I 

talking about?  

Why the 

implementation 

of new science standards of 

course.  How is your school 

district approaching the 

newly adopted NYSSLS?  

Not unlike many districts, the 

district I teach in has never 

had a coordinated K-12 

science curriculum.  While 

there are pockets of quality 

science teaching and learning 

going on, there are no 

purposeful, intentional 

programs articulated across 

classrooms and grade levels.  

After over two decades of 

teaching science at our high 

school, I realized I had little 

idea of what science was 

being taught in the grades 

below… what content and 

skills my students should 

have acquired before they 

arrived in my classroom, 

what I should honestly expect 

them to know and be able to 

do.  Conversely, successful 

implementation of NYSSLS 

require a coordinated, well-

articulated and effectively 

communicated science 

program.  

In light of the new science 

standards, which represent a 

paradigm shift in science 

education, I initiated the 

creation of a K-12 Science 

Curriculum Committee in our 

district.  We began our work 

by involving as many 

teachers as possible in 

creating an inventory of 

current science curricula.  

From there we are now 

determining what 

professional development our 

teachers need and 

encouraging their attendance 

at workshops and 

conferences to get educated 

about NYSSLS and start 

changing their science 

instruction.     

But the most valuable work 

of the committee is the 

sharing of ideas, questions, 

concerns, solutions, and 

opportunities in response to 

the challenges our district 

faces with new science 

standards.  This is why we 

have invited teachers from 

other districts to join our 

conversations.  Hearing how 

other districts are dealing 

with the same challenges 

means we can learn from 

each other and build off of 

what’s working and what is 

not.  If you are interested in 

joining us at our monthly 

meetings, I offer you an open 

invitation.  The date, time 

and location of our next 

meeting can be found on the 

Eastern Section web site, or, 

you can contact me directly.  

I hope to hear from you! 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Science Fair is scheduled 
for March 24 at RPI.  
 
The State STANYS 
Science Congress 
is June 2 at U Buffalo. 
 
 
For more information 
contact: 

Joan Wagner 

STANYS Conference 

Speaker coordinator 

(www.stanys.org) 

Director of Greater Capital 

Region Science and 

Engineering Fair    
Fair ID #USNY07  
www.gcrsef.org 
 

 

mailto:beckyremis@gmail.com
http://www.stanys.org/
http://www.gcrsef.org/
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Below are the winners of AWMA grants.  Note the odds of winning.  If you are on BaP, ESNet or EnvNet, you 
will receive notice of 2018 application process. 

The award rate over the 16-year life of the program is about 41% (246 out of 602), and over the last 5 years is 
actually closer to 46% (102 out of 223). 

   

School Name Location Project Name Grant 

Arlington High School LaGrangeville Measuring Electricity Use in Our Schools $669.96 

Cambridge Central School Cambridge Hedges Lake Water Quality Monitoring Study $750.00 

Charles B. Warring Elementary 
School 

Poughkeepsie Tracking A Sign of Spring $675.00 

Coxsackie- Athens CSD/Aqua Lab Coxsackie Amping Up Aquatic Awareness! $750.00 

Coxsackie-Athens HS Environmental 
Science Class 

Coxsackie Bees to the Buzz $328.00 

Gilboa Conesville Central School Gilboa Protecting Our Water Resource One Bottle at a Time $750.00 

Gloversville Middle School Gloversville Plant, Grow, Cook, Eat $750.00 

Mooers Elementary School Mooers Drip-line Kindergarten Pumpkin Patch $500.00 

Oak Hill School Scotia Solar Power and Why it Matters $650.00 

Oakwood Friends School Poughkeepsie “Barrel-ly” Saving Water at OFS $289.07 

Orville A. Todd Middle School Poughkeepsie Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems $750.00 

Ostrander Elementary School Walkill Ostrander's Collaborative Composting project $750.00 

Poughkeepsie High School Poughkeepsie The Fallkill Creek: Where Students Teach $719.80 

Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk Middle 
School 

Ravena Creating an Outdoor Classroom $734.00 

Shaker High School Latham Monitoring Pollinator Diversity $750.00 

Shaker Road Elementary School Albany Take the Shaker Road to STEM 2017 $615.00 

St. Jude the Apostle School Wynantskill Green Water?! Yes, Please! Every Bottle Counts! Drinking 
Fountain Project 

$750.00 

St. Mary’s School Ticonderoga Let's Learn About Natural Solutions! $737.35 

Tamarac High School Troy Quackenkill Quality: Water Testing & Macroinvertebrate 
Sampling 

$740.40 

The Free School Albany A Garden for Everyone $500.00 

Wildwood Programs, Inc. Schenectady Wildwood School Earth Day Event & Composting Project $750.00 

Total Amount Funded (21 Grants) $13,909 
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MEEETING DATES 

 
 

Our Board of Directors meets on a 
regular basis. We would love to 
have you join us as we discuss the 
latest in science happenings, are 
planning for future events, such 
as conferences, Pub Science 
Series, or other ways to meet the 
needs of science teachers in our 
section.  We meet at Siena 
College. Locations and times of 
meeting are listed below.  

 

he next Board of 
Directors meetings 
are scheduled for the 
following dates: 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM SIENA RM 123 

 
Monday, February 12, 2018 

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM SIENA Rm 123 

 
Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM SIENA Rm 315 

 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018 

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM SIENA Rm 123 

 
Tuesday, May 15, 2018 

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM SIENA Rm 119 
 

 
 

✓ Subject Area Representatives 
of the Eastern Section of 
STANYS 
 

✓ Facebook 
 

✓ STANYS 
 

✓ Eastern STANYS BOD 
 

 

 

 

 

https://eastern-stanys.org/sars
https://eastern-stanys.org/sars
https://eastern-stanys.org/sars
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1029250713801256/
file:///C:/Users/Elisabeth/Documents/stanys/winter%202017-18/Science%20Teachers%20Association%20of%20New%20York%20State%20(STANYS)
https://eastern-stanys.org/board
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