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Hello Eastern Section Members,
Conferences! New ideas! Interesting people…. Wow! The State
Conference in Rochester grew this year and brought argument driven
inquiry practices, CERs, demonstrations, and lesson sparks aplenty. For
those of you who joined us at Siena, you already know how wonderful all
our section volunteers are, and how fantastic our presenters were.
Key note speakers spoke of their personal journeys and research
highlights. One piece that I took away is the strength and inspiration a
mentor can have on a young researcher. How can I be the best role model
and mentor? Learning and flexibility for new ideas will help, I’m sure.
We have Lab Day coming up in March, so keep the calendar pens ready.
Pub science events are posted on our website- please join us!

As a group of science educators, we are embracing change. New state
standards in our classroom, emphasizing skills and interconnections, keep
pushing us as life-long learners. As an organization, STANYS is discussing
how we could change to better serve its section- and directly you our
members.

The Eastern Section of STANYS is
comprised of the following
counties:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Albany
Columbia
Fulton
Greene
Hamilton
Montgomery
Rensselaer
Saratoga
Schenectady
Schoharie
Warren
Washington

Reach out to your colleagues and ask them what science support they
need. Open up new conversations with teachers in different grades and
subjects. Talk with students about how they want to be scientists in their
everyday life. And…
Let us know where the conversations take you!
Sharing your feedback with us will allow for targeted learning program
development and supports. easterndirector@stanys.org
May the times of 2019 be ushering in with kindness and peace.
Regards,

Katy Perry,
Eastern Section STANYS Chairperson
easterndirector@stanys.org

We won! The Spirit Award
Section T-Shirt Contest!
Check out the awesome trophy in person
at the next Eastern STANYS event.

Katy Perry,
Eastern Section Elementary SAR

Did you stop at our photobooth at the
STANYS Conference in Rochester?

Elementary……as easy as play!
Down to the basics!
The Elementary SARs focused on content throughout the
Rochester Conference. Learning as students engaged all
participants with tectonics, lunar phases, electronics,
energy, and properties of the Earth. During the
luncheon, we were treated to Argument Driven
Instruction practices and a bevy of great networking.
The science standards are guiding elementary teachers
to new practices and ideas. STANYS has many resources
and connections to share. Check out phenomena, Paul
Anderson Science links, lesson ideas, and standards
through eastern-stanys.org.
If you are interested in presenting your elementary
science successes- I’ll help you set it up. Email me
perry.kate23@gmail.com

Look for more on following pages of our newsletter.

Joan Wagner,
Informal Education Chair
www.gcrsef.org

Greater Capital Region Science and Engineering Fair
The Greater Capital Region Science and Engineering Fair will take place on March 23, 2019 at the Walker and Sage
Labs of RPI from 7:30 AM-6:30 PM. It will be open to the public from 3:00-4:30 PM. The awards ceremony begins at
5:30 in room 108 of the Darrin Communication Center.
The fair has both a junior division (grades 6-8) and a senior division (grades 9-12).
This is a regional fair for both the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair and the STANYS Science Congress.
Top junior division participants are invited to compete in the National Broadcom Masters Competition modeled after
the Regeneron Science Talent Search (STS).
Doing original STEAM research is what the new standards is all about. It addresses disciplinary core concepts, crosscutting and science and engineering practices.
If you would like to get your school involved in science research, please contact Joan Wagner, Fair Director at:
gcrsef@gmail.com or call 518-505-7507.

Implementing NYSSLS Through Professional Networking
Becky Remis
beckyremis@gmail.com
How do teachers communicate within and across districts about how to best serve our students? We join list serves,
professional organizations, PLCs and committees. We use these platforms to discuss and learn about standards,
curriculum, instruction, and assessment, especially when changes come our way.
But it is sometimes necessary to create new ways to communicate and collaborate. For the past two years my
school district has had a Science Curriculum Committee charged with devising a plan for implementing the NYSSLS.
This year we also started a “NYSSLS Working Group” as a more organic way for teachers to share what we are trying
in our classrooms to shift our instruction to be more three-dimensional. We are having valuable conversations about
what we understand and what we still need to figure out. We share perspectives, experiences, resources, and most
importantly our confusions and concerns around the new expectations NYSSLS places on both teachers and
students.
While it is certainly helpful to take advantage of the networking opportunities available to us, sometimes we need
to think outside of the box to create these opportunities to meet our needs. Both the committee and the working
group were started by science teachers in my district who saw a need and acted to fulfill it. I encourage you to take
action in your own district to participate in NYSSLS implementation. Reach out to your colleagues and have
conversations, share ideas, plan instruction together, join a committee, or attend (or lead) a workshop. The more
conversations we have the better prepared we will be – before new science assessments come our way.

We need you!
Positions are open for presenters, SARs (Subject Area Representatives), conference committee
organizers, and social events!

We are specifically looking for an
•

ELL SAR,

•

Middle Level SAR,

•

Living Environment SAR, and an

•

Elementary SAR.

You can fill those shoes!
Contact us at easterndirector@STANYS.org

Lab Day: Hands-On Minds-On Lab Activities for the
Secondary Science Classroom Proposal Form
(Saturday, March 16th 8:00 am - 1:00 pm,
Colonie High School)

“Lab Day” is an opportunity for STEM educators to share their most exciting laboratory-based activities with their
colleagues. The NYS Master Teachers in the Capital Region, working in conjunction with the Eastern Section of
STANYS, will offer as many as 24 workshops that combine hands-on with minds-on. The professional development
offered by Lab Day has become even more important with New York State adopting the NYS P-12 Science Learning
Standards, their version of the Next Generation Science Standards. These standards place a heavy emphasis on
inquiry or science practices. Actual laboratory experiences are the best way to acquire competency with these
science practices. Workshops are 40 minutes in length. Join the NYSMaster Teachers and STANYS as we share the
best of these laboratory experiences and prepare for the future of science education in New York State. Any
questions about this form can be directed to Kaitlin McGann (kmcgann@schodack.k12.ny.us) or Erin Bell
(E_Bell@saratogaschools.org)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11NI4Z1wuwLDq3CYofbjA00_bnWX4_mL09E8Jimhgu_M/viewform?edit_reques
ted=true

Arden R. Rauch
raucha@union.edu

2019 President’s Environmental Youth Award (PEYA)
Applications Now Being Accepted for K-12 Student Awards
New York, NY (November 8, 2018) -- Applications are now being accepted
for the 2019 President’s Environmental Youth Award (PEYA).
The PEYA program recognizes outstanding environmental stewardship
projects by K-12 youth, promoting awareness of our nation's natural
resources and encouraging positive community involvement. The PEYA
program celebrates student leadership in service projects to protect the
environment and keep our global community healthy. Winners of this
year’s awards will be invited to a ceremony in Washington, D.C. in mid2019, and have their project mentioned on EPA’s website.
EPA will select up to two winners in each of EPA’s 10 Regions – one
regional winner for Grades K-5 and one regional winner for Grades 6-12.
All student projects must be sponsored by at least one adult over the age
of 21. The application and eligibility information are available
at: https://www.epa.gov/education/presidents-environmental-youthaward.
Applications are due February 1, 2019.
PEYA is an annual award administered by the Office of Environmental
Education at EPA. Since 1971, EPA has recognized young people for
protecting our nation's air, water, land, and ecology. Each year the PEYA
program honors a wide variety of projects developed by young individuals,
school classes (kindergarten through high school), summer camps, public
interest groups, and youth organizations to promote environmental
awareness. Through environmental education and stewardship activities,
students develop the critical thinking skills experience to make informed
decisions and take responsible actions to address difficult environmental
issues.
For more information, please contact PEYA@epa.gov.
For information on recent winners, visit:
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-honors-award-winningenvironmental-education-teachers-and-students
Follow EPA Region 2 on Twitter at http://twitter.com/eparegion2 and visit
our Facebook page, http://facebook.com/eparegion2.

Contact Information:
Information about the Eastern Section of STANYS and our activities
can be accessed on our website.
•

Homepage

•

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

•

SARs

Union College's 2019 Environmental Science Policy and
Engineering Winter Seminar Series
This year’s ESPE seminar series will focus on the misinformation campaign surrounding climate change. Below
the dates are short bios for each speaker. All talks will be at 7:00 PM, either in the Nott or in Olin 115 (TBA).
More details will follow.
•

Wednesday January 16th – Neela Banerjee - Senior Reporter for Inside Climate News
Title of seminar: TBD

•

Wednesday February 6th – Dena Adler – Climate Law Fellow at the Sabin Center for Climate Change
Law
Title of seminar: TBD

•

Wednesday February 20th – Raymond Bradley – Distinguished Professor and Climate Change
Researcher – University of Massachusetts
Title of seminar: The science and politics of global warming

Neela Banerjee graduated from Yale University and is a senior reporter for Inside Climate News. In the past,
she has worked for the LA times, NY Times and the Wall Street Journal covering topics related to global energy
and the Iraq war. Together with her team she has uncovered Exxon’s early research on climate change, which
was a finalist for the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service reporting and the recipient of nearly a dozen other
journalism awards. Inside Climate News is an independent, not-for-profit, non-partisan news organization that
covers topics related to energy and environmental science. They earned the Pulitzer Prize for National
Reporting in 2013.
https://insideclimatenews.org/author/neela-banerjee
Dena Adler is a Climate Law Fellow at the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law at Columbia Law School. She
focuses on developing legal and regulatory tools to advance the efforts of governments and private actors to
adapt to a changing climate and to mitigate the effects of climate change. She is particularly interested in
cultivating solutions that can work cohesively across jurisdictional scales. As a climate Law Fellow, she
authored a report on “US Climate Change Litigation in the Age of Trump: Year 1” and will soon follow up with
a Year 2 report. She graduated with a joint JD-MS from Yale in 2017.
http://columbiaclimatelaw.com/about-us/our-team/dena-adler/
Ray Bradley is a University Distinguished Professor in the Department of Geosciences, and Director of the
Climate System Research Center at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Bradley's research focuses on
climate variability, and understanding the causes of climatic change. He was a co-author on the paper that
presented the “hockey-stick model,” which became a focal point of attacks from climate change “skeptics,”
eventually leading to an investigation by a congressional committee. Bradley’s personal experience of being a
target during this politically instigated controversy is recounted in one of his many books “Global Warming
and Political Intimidation.”
https://www.geo.umass.edu/faculty/bradley/

2018 Eastern NY Chapter Air & Waste Management Association
(17th Annual) Earth Day Grant Program Summary
School Name
Anderson Center for Autism

Location
Staatsburg

Project Name
Organic Outcomes Expansion

Annur Islamic School

Schenectady

Green Entrepreneurship

$750.00

Arlington High School

LaGrangeville

Measuring & Reducing Energy Use in Our Homes

$659.70

Coxsackie-Athens Aqua Lab

Athens

Coxsackie-Athens Hydro Sustainability

$750.00

Alternative Energy is Elementary

$750.00

Coxsackie-Athens Elementary Coxsackie and
STEM Program
Athens

Grant
$500.00

Coxsackie-Athens High
School Env. Science Class

Coxsackie

Bees the Buzz

$500.00

Hamilton-FultonMontgomery BOCES

Various
Locations

Our Orchard Classroom

$500.00

Malone Middle School

Malone

Malone MS 8th Grade Going Green Project

$660.00

Maplebrook School

Amenia

Maplebrook School Recycling Program

$500.00

Mountain Road School

East Nassau

School Yard Gardens and Wildlife Habitats

$500.00

Niskayuna High School

Niskayuna

Nutrient Measurements of Students’ Garden Soils

$520.00

Northern Adirondack
Elementary School

Ellenburg
Depot

Exploring the Future With Alternative Energy

$749.30

Oakwood Friends School

Poughkeepsie

Learning Climate Change

$488.00

Orchard View Alternative HS

Hopewell Jct.

Lead Levels in our Local Soil

$600.00

Orville A. Todd Middle
School

Poughkeepsie

Tick Tock - Tick Study

$500.00

Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk
High School

Ravena

Put Waste in the Right Place Recycling Program

$717.00

Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk
Middle School

Ravena

Monarch Waystation for Classroom Research: An
Extension of Outdoor Garden/Classroom Space

$740.06

Sargent Elementary School

Beacon

Edible Education

$716.00

Shaker Road Elementary

Colonie

Rainwater Collection Station

$725.00

St. Denis-St. Columba School

Hopewell Jct.

Project Nourish

$720.00

St. Mary's School

Ticonderoga

Light Can Save The World

$500.00

The Birch School

Rock Terrace

Water in Stewart State Forest

$702.00

The Free School

Albany

A Garden For Everyone - Bucket Gardens and
Community Garden Days

$500.00

Ticonderoga High School

Ticonderoga

Is Biodiesel a Viable Auto Fuel Alternative for the
Average Citizen?

$307.43

Vly Creek Invertebrate Inventory Project

$687.35

Voorheesville Elementary
Voorheesville
Total Amount Funded (25 Grants)

$15,242

Sources of Funding for 2018 Grant Program (Earth Day Grant Sponsors):
Platinum Level ($1,000+)

Silver Level ($250-$499)

Bronze Level ($50-$249)

Foundation for Engineering
Education ($4,000)

C.T. Male Associates

Eastern New York AWMA Chapter

Stewart’s Shops Holiday Match

Andrea Simmons
Cris Hine
Bob Duff
Paul Rappleyea

CHA Consulting

As part of our fundraising efforts for the 2018 Grant Program, proceeds from the 6 th Annual Peter B. Desrochers Memorial Golf
Tournament held September 22, 2017 included sponsorships from Adirondack Environmental Services, Inc.; AECOM; Alpha Analytical;
APTIM; ARCADIS; Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C.; Cascade Drilling; CHANGE; Chemtech Consulting Group, Inc.; Con-Test Analytical
Laboratory; Covanta Environmental Solutions; C.T. Male Associates, Environmental Risk Information Services; Eurofins Spectrum
Analytical, Inc.; Geotech Environmental Equipment, Inc.; Harris Beach, PLLC; Highground Industrial; O’Brien & Gere; Parratt Wolff, Inc.;
SGS Accutest; Spectra Environmental; Whiteman Osterman & Hanna LLP; Young/Sommer LLC; Bob Duff; Bud Hovey; and Mark
Williams.

2018 Education Committee Members
Rod Aldrich, Sterling Environmental Engineering, P.C.; Dina Ayers, ALS Environmental; Bob Duff, SUNY Polytechnic Institute;
Joe Farron, C.T. Male Associates; Cris Hine, O’Brien & Gere; Dan Lang, NYSDOH (Chairperson)
The new AWMA grant application will be available in January

