
Elections 
   

The following nominees are on the 

ballot for positions on the Board of 

Directors. 

 Chair:  Paul Nooney 

 Vice Chair: Colette McCarthy 

 Treasurer:  Ron Geuther 

 Director:  Paul Nooney  

 Director: Maria Russo 

 Secretary: Elisabeth Milot 

Soon we will send you a ballot 

via email, asking you to cast 

your electronic vote for the 

people on the ballot. Our 

section is asking you to 

respond to the email and vote 

as soon as possible to assure 

that your choice is counted. 

Submit your vote no later than 

May 14th, 2012. Thank you! 

 

 

Eastern Section News                                                                                                                                          Spring 2012, Vol. 17 

News from the Chair  
Spring 2012 

This is my final article that I write to 

you as the Chairman of the Eastern 

Section.   

The message I bring to you today is 

simple and heartfelt: I feel deeply 

honored to have been given the 

privilege of working to help provide a 

sense of collegial involvement 

throughout the K-16 continuum and 

give back to my profession in any way 

possible.  

It is difficult for me to summarize in a 

single letter the incredible experiences I 

have had starting out as the Eastern 

Section’s SAR for Intermediate Science, 

Vice Chairman, a Director and finally 

as Section Chairman. Surely these 

include watching with pride the 

continued expansion of the programs 

that we offer, our Electronic Newsletter, 

use of Electronic Voting and the 

revamped Eastern STANYS Website. 

Most importantly, though, I have 

cherished the opportunity to meet and 

work with such awe-inspiring 

members of the Eastern STANYS Board 

of Directors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These dedicated volunteers continue to 

serve the Eastern Section in countless 

ways, whether they are still in the 

classroom or retired. They are 

AMAZING! 

Our foundations are strong, but much 

work remains to make our dreams for 

the future come true. Thomas Jefferson 

said, “I like the dreams of the future 

better than the history of the past.” We 

can continue to be the “model” for all 

other STANYS section’s to follow and 

aspire to be. We must each resolve to 

“give back” to the section to which we 

owe so much. Let us embrace the future 

by giving of our time, talent and 

enthusiasm to help our colleagues grow 

in both content as well as pedagogy.  

Thank you for allowing me to serve as 

your Chairman. It has truly been a 

pleasure, and I look forward to the 

continued success within the Eastern 

Section of STANYS! 

                                                    

Steve Fielman- Chair -Eastern Section, 

Intermediate DAL 

sfielman@verizon.net 

 

 
 

 

 

Eastern STANYS Happy Hour 

on the Hudson River! 

Friday, May 18
th

, 2012 

Check out our enclosed flyer for more 

 details about the social gathering.  

mailto:sfielman@verizon.net
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PHYSICS 

Paul Federoff, Physics SAR 

Email: pafedoroff@bhbl.org 

 

Our usual SAR planning day, typically 

held in March, was cancelled this year 

due to budget reasons.  So 

unfortunately, I do not have a recap of 

that meeting like years past when all 

the Physics SARs are in one room 

discussing everything that we will be 

presenting in Rochester this coming 

November.  The best I can say is that 

historically, the Physics SARs are a 

strong bunch of motivated and creative 

teachers who will provide top notch 

professional development for you at 

the Rochester Conference in November.  

We will make sure that any workshop 

you attend, and any lesson that you 

walk away with will meet any 

requirements for a Common Core ELA 

or Frameworks of a Next Generation 

Science Standard, or anything else that 

might be happening then.   

There is nothing new out of the College 

Board about AP Physics B.  So if you 

always have two years to implement a 

new course, you should be alright up 

through May 2014. 

There also has been 

nothing new out of 

State Ed as far as our 

Physical Setting: 

Physics Core Curriculum is concerned.  

If there is going to be any aligning to 

NGSS, those have to be out first and 

they are not yet.  Once again, STANYS 

will be as proactive as possible and 

provide relevant professional 

development.  Along those lines, the 

Physics Regents is June 13 this year and 

next year.  So it seems like you are 

good on that front up through June 

2014. 

NEPTUNE (North East Physics 

Teachers: Understanding, Networking, 

Educating) will be meeting May 22 at 

Siena College from 4-6PM.  You can 

register with the Greater Capital 

Region Teacher Center if you would 

like through mylearningplan.com, or 

you can just show up.  You can search 

mylearningplan.com by date or just 

search “physics” and it is the only one.  

Anything specific you would like to 

talk about?  This should get you there 

https://www.mylearningplan.com/Web

Reg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=13206&I=109

9320&H=1 

The NYSS-AAPT has a meeting April 

28 (hopefully it is not too late right now) 

out west past Syracuse.  Here’s a link 

http://www.nyss-aapt.org/ 

The Eastern Section had our Lab Day in 

March and it went well.  If you did not 

go, you should think about going next 

year, pencil it in.  Here is an idea of 

what you missed http://www.eastern-

stanys.org/downloads/labday/labday_b

rochure_registration2012.pdf 

This October will be the Eastern 

Section’s Conference at Siena College as 

usual.  Got something you would like 

to present?  Co-present?  Something 

you would like to see presented?   

If you are getting confused with 

Common Core ELA, NGSS, SLOs, you 

are not alone.  It seems like many 

districts and STANYS are trying to be 

as proactive as possible, rather than 

reactive when the time comes.  Rest 

assured STANYS will provide 

whatever you need to keep up with any 

national and state changes.  Send us 

your questions and concerns so we can 

better help and prepare.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earth Science 

 

Fran Lohnes, SAR Earth Science 

Email: fflohnes@gmail.com 

 

It is once 

again time 

to prepare 

for the 

Regents 

Exam and, 

of course, 

summer vacation! It has been a year full 

of changes, with more on the horizon. 

We are all incorporating the CCSS 

(Common Core State Standards) for 

Literacy into our lesson plans and have 

been writing SLO’s (Student Learning 

Outcomes) for the upcoming APPR 

(Annual Professional Performance 

Review). If that isn’t enough to make 

our heads spin, the NGSS (Next 

Generation Science Standards) is due 

out for public comment at the end of 

this month for implementation in the 

classroom this fall. 

http://www.nextgenscience.org/ 

With all the stress this time of year and 

with the concerns about how the new 

requirements will be integrated into 

our classrooms, it is time to be 

proactive. 

We can use some of the long summer 

days to revitalize and energize 

ourselves and pick up some 

professional development hours along 

the way. Whatever we choose to do 

will allow us the time to reflect on our 

classroom practices, add a strategy or 

Save the Date!  

This year’s Eastern Section 

Conference at Siena College  

is scheduled for  

Friday, October 12, 2012. 

Hope to see you there! 
 

file:///C:/Users/Elisabeth/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/:%20pafedoroff@bhbl.org
mylearningplan.com
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=13206&I=1099320&H=1
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=13206&I=1099320&H=1
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=13206&I=1099320&H=1
http://www.nyss-aapt.org/
http://www.eastern-stanys.org/downloads/labday/labday_brochure_registration2012.pdf
http://www.eastern-stanys.org/downloads/labday/labday_brochure_registration2012.pdf
http://www.eastern-stanys.org/downloads/labday/labday_brochure_registration2012.pdf
mailto:fflohnes@gmail.com
http://www.nextgenscience.org/
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two to our bag of tricks, and network 

with some other earth science teachers. 

As one of my mentors always says, if 

you pick up one new idea to bring into 

your classroom, the time is well spent.                       

I have included a few links to 

professional development 

opportunities for you to explore: 

The Dudley Observatory is 

sponsoring “Planetary Science and 

Astronomy for the Next Generation of 

Science Standards”. 

http://www.dudleyobservatory.org/Ed

ucation/ProDev.html   

The New York State Geological 

Survey is running “The Geology of 

the Eastern Adirondacks”. 

http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/education

/teacher/workshops/earthscience/index.

html   

The American Meteorological Society 

also has many programs. 

http://www.ametsoc.org/amsedu/   

These and others are listed on the 

ESPRIT listserv. If you are not a 

member, it’s easy to join. Just click the 

link below and follow the directions.  

http://external.oneonta.edu/mentor/lists

erv.html     

Greater 

Capital Region 

Science and 

Engineering 

Fair 

Joan Wagner 

Email: jsw2012@aol.com 

  

The 22nd Annual Greater Capital Region 

Science and Engineering Far had taken 

place at Rensselaer Polytechnic 

Institute on Saturday, March 24th. This 

regional science fair is affiliated with 

the very prestigious Intel International 

Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF). 

Students carry out original research in 

science, technology, engineering and 

math (STEM) disciplines. Local 

scientists and engineers, including 

representative from the armed forces 

act as judges. Students present their 

research to small panels of judges. Dr. 

Matt Nielsen, a physicist at the GE 

Global Research Center coordinates the 

judges. Any school in the Greater 

Capital Region can participate. More 

information can be found at the Fair’s 

website: www.gcrsef.org. 

Just as sporting events have their major 

competitions, this science fair provides 

a forum for talented students to 

showcase their research. Most 

importantly, the science fair acts to 

encourage students to pursue STEM 

disciplines, which our country needs to 

maintain a competitive edge in a global 

economy. This Fair is supported by a 

number of organizations. GE & 

Rensselaer have been major 

contributors since its inception in 1990. 

Today, other major contributors are 

Pitney Bowes (Map Info is part of that 

organization now) and Albany College 

of Pharmacy and Health Science. Other 

significant support comes form 

Momentive Performance Materials and 

National Grid. 

This science fair has a junior and senior 

division. The junior division is for 

students in grades 6-8. The senior 

division is for students in grades 9-12. 

The top 3 projects in the junior division 

are invited to compete in the National 

Broadcom Masters Competition. The 

top 300 projects are indentified and 

then the top 30 project Finalists 

received an all-expense-paid trip to 

Washington, D.C., in October to 

showcase their science fair projects and 

compete in a four-day STEM 

competition for awards and prizes, 

including the top education award of 

$25,000. 

The top three projects in the senior 

division are chosen to compete in the 

Intel ISEF, which will take place in 

Pittsburgh, PA from May 13-18th. Over 

$4 million in awards are given out there. 

Over 1600 students form 62 countries 

compete for prizes. Top awardees in 

each STEM category have asteroids 

named after them! Many students in 

the senior division are enrolled in 

science research courses. 

Rensselaer School of Science provides 

monetary awards to the top three 

projects in both the junior and senior 

division. College scholarships are 

provided by both Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute and the Albany 

College of Pharmacy and Health 

Sciences (ACPHS). Rensselaer offers a 

$40,000 scholarship while ACPHS 

offers up to three $20,000 scholarships. 

In addition to that, there are many 

prizes offered through various 

professional organizations. The Navy, 

Army and Air Force also provides 

awards. 

 

Now for the results and a chance to 

recognize these very talented students. 

The results for the junior division are as 

follows: First place went to Nicholas 

Pickering, a student a Broadalbin-Perth 

MS. His sponsoring teacher was Ms. 

Anita Stabrowski. The title of his 

project was The Effect of Fin Designs on 

the Efficiency of Wind Turbines. Second 

went to Deena Mousa, a student at the 

Goff MS. The title of her project was 

Which Pain Reliever Tablet Dissolves 

Faster: Brand Name Or Generic. Her 

sponsoring teacher was Ms. 

Donnamarie  Vlieg.  

Third place went to the team of Adam 

Owens and Hayden Stalter, students at 

Greenwich CSD.  

http://www.dudleyobservatory.org/Education/ProDev.html
http://www.dudleyobservatory.org/Education/ProDev.html
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/education/teacher/workshops/earthscience/index.html
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/education/teacher/workshops/earthscience/index.html
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/education/teacher/workshops/earthscience/index.html
http://www.ametsoc.org/amsedu/
http://external.oneonta.edu/mentor/listserv.html
http://external.oneonta.edu/mentor/listserv.html
jsw2012@aol.com
www.gcrsef.org
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Running for Chair: 

 

 

Paul Nooney, Jr. is the 

current vice-chair for the 

Eastern Section of 

STANYS.  He has also 

served as the section’s 

Earth Science SAR.  For 

seven years, Paul taught 

Earth Science for several 

local school districts.  He is 

currently in the process 

returning to graduate 

school to further his career 

in education.  He has 

presented for the last four 

years at all local STANYS 

conferences and for two 

years at the Rochester state 

conference.  He looks 

forward to continuing to 

serve the science teaching 

professionals in the 

Capital Region and 

beyond.   

 

The title of their project was The Little 

Maglev That Could: The Effect of 

Temperature on Small.  Scale 

Electromagnetic Trains. Their sponsoring 

teacher was Ms. Nicole Dixon. First 

Honorable mention was given to Jake 

Cope, a student also at Broadalbin-

Perth MS. His sponsoring teacher was a 

Ms.Stabrowski. Second Honorable 

Mention went to the team of Sarah 

Gabriel and Taylor O’Connor, students 

at Greenwich CSD. Their sponsoring 

teacher was Ms. Dixon. Lastly, 3rd 

Honorable Mention went to the team of 

Victoria Spiezio and Tricia Jordan, 

students also at Greenwich CSD. 

 

The results for the senior division are as 

follows. Hats off to Burnt Hills –

Ballston Lake HS because a number of 

their students won top awards. First 

place and Intel finalist went to Kathleen 

Bashant, a BH-BL student for her 

project titled, Inflammatory Impact of p38 

Inhibition on Human Monocytes Infected 

with Borrelia burgdorferi, the Causative 

Agent of Lyme Disease. Her sponsoring 

teacher was Ms. Gina Reals. Second 

place and Intel finalist went to Katie 

Picchione, a student at Academy of 

Holy Names. Katie was an Intel finalist 

last year too. The title of her project was, 

Development of a Biogas/Microbial Fuel 

Cell System: Combining Alternative 

Energy Technologies for Greater Energy 

Independence. Her sponsoring teacher is 

Ms. Donna Mooney. Third place and an 

Intel finalist went to Craig Maughan, a 

student at BH-BL HS. The title of his 

project was Exoplanets and Sun-like Stars 

among Binary Star Systems. First 

Honorable mention went to Samantha 

Scibelli, a student at BH-BL HS. The 

title of her project was Census of Blue 

Stars in the Sloan Digital Sky Survey 

(SDSS). Her sponsoring teacher was Ms. 

Reals. Second Honorable Mention went 

to Isabella Palazzo, a student at Shaker 

HS. The title of her project was 

Migratory Patterns of Schwann Cells and 

Neurons with Electric Field Application. 

Her sponsoring teacher was Nate 

Covert. Third Honorable Mention goes 

to Shelby Wood, a student at Lake 

George HS. The title of her project was 

The Disappearing Moon. Her sponsoring 

teacher was Deborah Beck. 

There were many, many other awards 

given out. A list of all awards and a 

virtual tour of the science fair will soon 

be available of the Fair website: 

www.gcrsef.org The number of schools 

that participate varies each year. If your 

school has not participated, but would 

like to get involved, please contact the 

Science Fair Director, Joan Wagner. 

Contact information is on the website. 

This year the following schools 

participated: Broadalbin-Perth Ms, 

AnNur Islamic School, Greenwich CSD, 

Farnworth MS, Goff MS, Glens Falls HS, 

Shaker HS, Valley Central HS, Saratoga 

Springs HS, Rondout Valley HS, BH-BL 

HS, Academy of Holy Names, Monroe 

Woodbury HSD, Nyack HS, Columbia 

HS, Scotia-Glenville HS, Niskayuna HS, 

Lake George HS. This year 123 students 

were registered to attend.  

There is concern about the quality of 

education our students are receiving in 

this country. Programs that encourage 

students to do original research bring 

out the highest level of learning 

because students have ownership of 

what they are to learn. They are 

motivated to learn all they can about 

their topic. Most important is the 

process they go through which strongly 

develops critical thinking skills, 

tantamount to success in college. We 

live in the information age. The days of 

having students regurgitate factoids no 

longer makes sense since all 

information is at their fingertips with a 

simple Google. However, the 

information mined through various 

search engines would be an activity in 

futility unless it was accompanied by 

strong critical thinking skills. 

Fortunately, the Next Generation of 

Science Standards will be stressing this. 

 

 

www.gcrsef.org
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A Review of the  

March 3, 2012 Lab Day 
 

Jennifer Gecewicz,  

Intermediate SAR 

Email: jen.gecewicz@gmail.com 

 

The Eastern Section Lab Day on March 

3, 2012 was a big hit!  The sessions I 

attended were, as usual, very 

informative and left me with a feeling 

of excitement about teaching 

Intermediate Level Science.  Professor 

Barbara Brabetz’s keynote address 

allowed me to reflect on the importance 

of providing my students with high 

quality lab inquiries, not just a high 

quantity of labs. In addition, I had the 

opportunity to attend Paul Fedoroff’s 

session titled, “Physics Lab With Toys 

and Games,” and also Becky Remis’s 

session, “Claims and Evidence and the 

Common Core”.  Despite what my non-

educator friends may think, it is not 

typical for me to have the opportunity 

in a single day to learn the recipe for 

fake blood (both splatter and drip), 

hypothesize about the formation of 

Brinicles, make “Oobleck”, shoot a 

stuffed animal with a foam dart (in an 

effort to learn about projectile motion), 

play with slot cars, and try to make a 

remote-controlled car spin 

out.  However, with the help of the 

wonderful keynote speaker and session 

presenters, I was able to do all that and 

more.  Both Paul and Becky are 

exceptional teachers.  Their sessions 

were engaging, exciting, and brought 

science to life.  The Eastern Section Lab 

Day, for me, has always been about 

connecting with other science educators 

and learning new, fun ways to engage 

students with science.  This year’s Lab 

Day was no exception. 

Book Discussion: 
Tom Wilber 

Under the Surface: Fracking, 
Fortunes, and the Fate of the 

Marcellus Shale 

RHINEBECK, NY - On Friday, May 

4th, at 7:30pm, Oblong Books & Music, 

6422 Montgomery St. (Rt.9), Rhinebeck, 

will host a discussion and signing with 

Tom Wilber, author of Under the 

Surface: Fracking, Fortunes, and the Fate of 

the Marcellus Shale. 

Running from southern West Virginia 

through eastern Ohio, across central 

and northeast Pennsylvania, and into 

New York through the Southern Tier 

and the Catskills, the Marcellus Shale 

formation underlies a sparsely 

populated region that features striking 

landscapes, critical watersheds, and a 

struggling economic base. It also 

contains one of the world's largest 

supplies of natural gas, a resource that 

has been dismissed as inaccessible-until 

recently.  Under the Surface is the first 

book-length journalistic overview of 

shale gas development and the 

controversies surrounding it. 

   

Tom Wilber has spent years 

interviewing key players and local 

residents on all sides of the Marcellus 

Shale issue, first as a reporter covering 

business, health, and environmental 

issues for Gannet Corporation's Central 

New York Newspaper Group 

(including the Binghamton Press & 

Sun-Bulletin) and later while preparing 

this book. Follow his blog at 

tomwilber.blogspot.com. 

   

 Arden R. Rauch 

 

 

 

 

 

A Great Site 

Arden R. Rauch, Environmental SAR 

Email: raucha@union.edu 

This is an amazing website site. 

http://berkeleyearth.org/movies/. It was 

sent to me by an RPI professor.  If you 

find some super resources you would 

like to share, do send the url on to me 

for distribution.  If you would like to 

receive occasional and succinct emails 

about area science happenings or sites, 

do email me:  raucha@union.edu.  This 

is not a listserv, just a distribution list 

and you can tell me you want off at any 

time.  

 

 

 

 

 

It is not too late to submit a 

workshop proposal for the 

STANYS state conference in 

Rochester. Proposals are accepted 

until May 15th, 2012. Go to 

stanys.org for more information. 

 

 Save the Date!  

This year’s Eastern Section 

Conference at Siena College  

is scheduled for  

Friday, October 12, 2012. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

jen.gecewicz@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001-fWwvSSgoVgdmwrv7hs3o9SIecQRe-ksydq7QIorJJlAXB0yhiPrEMK16G5MU6HQO0PCESswPA3rFLjHEZ3f3foXE_8NzNo8yFoVR6jpyarfA-xYfZCcwQ==
mailto:raucha@union.edu
http://berkeleyearth.org/movies/
mailto:raucha@union.edu
http://www.stanys.org/
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            Candidate for 

Secretary - Elisabeth Milot 

Elisabeth is running for 

Secretary.  Elisabeth has been a 

member of the board since 2006. 

Since joining the section she has 

presented workshops as the 

intermediate SAR at the local 

conferences at Siena, Lab Day at 

St. Rose and the state conference 

in Rochester. She currently is the 

webmaster and newsletter editor.  

 

 

Living Environment  

Kelly Ryan SAR Eastern Section      

kellyryan@ncolonie.org 

As another school year winds down, 

not only are we preparing our 

students for the upcoming Regents 

exam, but we are being inundated 

with new requirements and 

mandates: Common core, SLOs, 

APPRs, Next Gen Science standards 

– just to name a few. With so much 

happening at once, I think it’s more 

important than ever for us to stay 

connected and collaborate with one 

another. Our best support system is 

one another- the professionals who 

have made teaching biology our 

career. 

As professionals, it’s important that 

we stay informed about the changes 

that are coming within our own 

disciplines. Most of you have 

probably already reviewed the K-12 

Frameworks for Science. This is 

what was used to develop the Next 

Generation Science standards. The 

draft of the Next Gen science 

standards is due out within the next 

week. There will be a period of 

public comment on this document. 

It is important that we all take the 

time to read and comment on this 

document, as this will ultimately 

replace our current LE core when it 

is adopted. 

As for integrating the Common 

Core literacy standards into our 

curriculum, I have found two very 

useful resources: Subjects Matter: 

Every Teacher’s Guide to Content 

Area Reading by Harvey Daniels 

and Steven Zemelman and Texts 

and Lessons for Content Area 

Reading by Harvey Daniels and 

Nancy Steineke. These resources 

provide insight, strategies and 

actual lessons to get you started. 

Personally, I found that with some 

tweaking, many of my current 

lessons could be adapted to 

incorporate some of these strategies. 

We really don’t have to reinvent the 

wheel! 

If we stay abreast of the changes 

and help one another by sharing 

our resources, these transitions will 

be smoother for all of us. 

Consequently, APPRs and SLOs 

won’t seem so daunting. Please 

consider sharing your expertise and 

resources by presenting at the 

STANYS Eastern Siena Conference 

on October 12. 

As always, taking advantage of 

professional development 

opportunities keeps us on top of 

our game and aware of new 

developments in our field. A few 

local opportunities available this 

summer are the 2012 Astrobiology 

Teachers Academy at RPI July 9-12. 

Not only is this an exciting 

opportunity to integrate this science 

into our curriculum but there is also 

a stipend involved 

(http://www.origins.rpi.edu/). Once 

again, the New York State Museum 

is conducting its Teacher Workshop 

on Evolution on July 12.  

This year the themes are: “Evidence 

for evolution is everywhere” and 

“Evolution is the unifying 

framework for all biology” 
(http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/teacher/

workshops/evolution/index.html). 

I hope you all have a successful end 

to the school year and a relaxing 

and enjoyable summer. I’d like to 

suggest a book to add to your 

summer reading list: The Forever 

Fix: Gene Therapy and the Boy who 

Saved It by Ricki Lewis. Ricki Lewis 

lives locally and is a geneticist, 

journalist, professor and genetic 

counselor. The boy who saved gene 

therapy is Corey Haas, a local boy 

(Hadley, NY) who was nearly blind 

as a result of a hereditary disorder. 

Hannah Sames, another local child, 

is featured in the book as well. 

Hannah suffers from Giant Axonal 

Neuropathy and is scheduled to 

undergo gene therapy within the 

next 18 months. Ricki recently did a 

presentation on the book at the 

Schenectady County Library. Corey 

and Hannah were there as well. 

 It was 

informational and 

inspirational …   I 

already started my 

summer reading. 

 

 

 

  

mailto:kellyryan@ncolonie.org
http://www.origins.rpi.edu/
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/teacher/workshops/evolution/index.html
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/teacher/workshops/evolution/index.html
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Joseph Henry  

Science Fair 
 

Amanda Parker  

Email: parkera@strose.edu 

Congratulations to the winners of 

the 26th Annual Joseph Henry 

Science Fair, held on March 23rd at 

The College of Saint Rose in 

Albany! 

 

1st place: Reeve 

Churchill and Sophia Gaffney of 

Myers Middle School for their 

project, "Memory" 

2nd place: Austin 

Wolfgang and Jennifer Powell of 

New Scotland Elementary School 

for their project, "Popcorn!" 

3rd place: Sofia Fasullo and Peyton 

Hunt of Myers Middle School for 

their project, "Feel the Beat!" 

 

1st place: Daniel 

DelVecchio and Roger McNamee of 

The Albany Academies for their 

project, "Bananas!" 

 

1st place: Johann Midtskogen of 

Doane Stuart for his project, "How 

does the salt content of water affect 

the evaporation rate?" 

2nd place: Keith Bagdon of Doane 

Stuart for his project, "Which design 

of bridge is the strongest - arch, 

beam, or truss?" 

 

Chemistry 

Maria Russo, Chemistry SAR 

Email: chemlady302@yahoo.com 
 

In the April issue of the National Science Teachers Association’s monthly 

newspaper, an article entitled “Anticipating the Next Generation Science 

Standards” appeared.  A few weeks later the May issue of NYSUT 

UNITED arrived in the mail and it wanted to tell me what I needed to 

know about SLOs. I found each article informative but did not anticipate 

the number of questions that would arise from each.  So I did what we all 

do, I went to the internet. 

There are two websites that are very good.  The first is www.engageny.org.  

You can find everything you need to know about the Core Curriculum for 

ELA and Math but alas, no science.  Don’t despair though, because if you 

go through the math sections you will gain some insights into how things 

are changing.  In addition, you may find the curriculum exemplars, the 

Common Core toolkit, and the teacher resources very helpful.  The video 

lessons, found under teacher resources, highlight a Common Core 

standard and have lessons ranging from algebra basics to ratios and 

proportionality. 

If you are a member of NSTA go to their website, click on “resources” and 

you will find all kinds of useful information on Next Generation Science 

Standards, NGSS.  You can download articles authored by those who 

contributed to the Framework for K-12 Science Education, from which 

NGSS are based, or you can sign up for a web seminar. If you are not a 

member of NSTA, Google NSTA + NGSS and you will get some good hits. 

Now, what about the CCR standards developed as a result of an initiative 

led by the CCSSO and the NGA??  Stayed tuned, we’ll deal with those in 

the next article. 

 

 

Meet Maria Russo – Candidate for Director 

 STANYS member for over 20 years. 

 Chemistry SAR for the Eastern section since 2004. 

 Taught chemistry at Cohoes High School for 32 years. 

 Presented various workshops on the local and state level for over 10 

years. 

 Attended national conferences to further knowledge base. 

parkera@strose.edu
chemlady302@yahoo.com
http://www.engageny.org/
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3rd place: Calum Wessman-

Froese of Montessori Magnet School 

for his project, "What Charges You 

Up?" 

 

1st place: Andrew Maider of The 

Albany Academies for his project, 

"Toxic or Natural?" 

2nd place: Douglas Connell of The 

Albany Academies for his project, 

"Which Cookies Work Best on Each 

Surface?" 

3rd place: Kevin Nerses of The 

Albany Academies for his project, 

"Which Coffee Mug Insulates and 

Retains Heat Better?" 
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We Need You! 

 
Theresa Newkirk 
Email: t_newkirk@saratogaschools.org   

 

Have you been to the Siena 

Conference or Lab Day before?   

Want to be a part of the 

excitement?   Be a presenter at the 

fall conference this year.  The date 

is Friday, October 12. Think you 

have nothing new to offer?   Think 

again.  What may seem “old hat” to 

you is new and innovative to 

someone else.   We need presenters 

for all science subject areas and 

educational levels.  You will be 

amazed at how rewarding it is 

to present to fellow educators-

people who actually want to 

learn!   If you would like 

someone to present with you, 

members of our board are 

ready and able.   Please see the 

attached proposal sheet, page 10.   If 

you have questions, you can email  

Theresa Newkirk at 

t_newkirk@saratogaschools.org  

(underscore after the t) or call 584-

8860. 

  

Candidate for Eastern Section Treasurer: Ron Geuther 
    

 

   Ron taught Chemistry and Biology at Tamarac 

   High School for 35 years before retiring in  

   2008.   He has  been a member of STANYS  

   since 1984 and has been Eastern Section  

   Treasurer since 1986.  In the past he has 

served on the State Board of Directors representing the Eastern 

Section and as Eastern Section Newsletter Editor.  In addition to 

his treasurer duties he continues to help out with various Eastern 

Section sponsored events such as the Siena Conference in the fall, 

Lab Day in the spring and the Science and Engineering Fair & 

Science Congress. Ron has also been a past presenter at both the 

Siena Conference and Lab Day. 

Mark your 

Calendar! This 

is just around 

the corner! 

mailto:t_newkirk@saratogaschools.org
mailto:t_newkirk@saratogaschools.org
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 31st Annual STANYS Siena Conference 

Presenter Proposal Form 

Friday, October 12, 2012 
 

Name (including title):_____________________________________________________________ 

Please list additional presenters on the back 

School/Business/Organization Affiliation:___________________________________________ 

Preferred Mailing Address:________________________________________________________ 

Phone numbers: home________________ office________________ cell___________________ 

Preferred email:__________________________________________________________________ 

Title of Presentation:______________________________________________________________ 

Description of Presentation (25 word maximum please):_______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Session: Session I, 4:30-5:20pm________ Session II, 5:40-6:30pm________________ 

*preference cannot be guaranteed. Sessions are assigned based on need & room availability 

Preferred Room Type: 

 Regular classroom with desks_____ Regular classroom with tables____ 

Lab room with attached classroom ________ 

All rooms provide internet access, computer, and projection capabilities. 

Please return by June 30, 2012 to: 

Theresa Newkirk 

62 Tompion Lane 

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

 

I will contact you by August 15, 2012 with a room number. 

For questions, call or email Theresa. Phone: 518-584-8860 

Email: t_newkirk@saratogaschools.org 
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Click here to RSVP electronically 

http://www.eastern-stanys.org/activities/happyhour2012.php
http://www.eastern-stanys.org/activities/happyhour2012.php
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Board of Directors  

Contact Information 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your particular branch/level of 

science please feel free to contact your STANYS Eastern Section Subject Area 

Representatives: 

 

Chemistry - Maria Russo -  chemlady302@yahoo.com  

College/Pre-service - Pat Price -  pprice2@nycap.rr.com  

Vice Chair - Paul Nooney -  nooneypa@gmail.com 

Elementary – Kate Perry: perry.kate23@gmail.com 

Env. Science/BaP - Arden Rauch -  raucha@union.edu 

Intermediate – Jennifer Gecewicz - jen.gecewicz@gmail.com 

Earth Science- Fran Lohnes -fflohnes@gmail.com 

Newsletter /Webmaster – Elisabeth Milot –  easternstanys@gmail.com 

Living Environment – Kelly Ryan 

kelly yan@ncolonie o g 

Physics - Paul Fedoroff-pafedoroff@BHBL.org  

Retirees - Larry Smith - lfiziks@aol.com 

Lab Day – Christine Stankavich -  cegnaczyk@aol.com 

Membership - Becky Remis – rremis@aol.com 

Siena Conference -Theresa Newkirk –  t_Newkirk@saratogaschools.org 

Science Congress & Joseph Henry Science Fair - Amanda 

Parker - parkera@strose.edu 

Science/Engineering Fair - Joan Wagner - jsw2012@aol.com 

Science Olympiad - Scott Holdren -  sholdren@rcscsd.org 

Chair/DAL for Intermediate - Steve Fielman - sfielman@verizon.net 

 
 

mailto:chemlady302@yahoo.com
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